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Brothers Clubs from far and wide recently met for their twice-yearly conference hosted 
this time by Cairns Brothers. The Confraternity of Brothers Clubs is a closely-knit 
organization of forty seven junior and senior Rugby League Football Clubs located in all 
of Queenslandôs major cities and towns from Cairns in the North to Beenleigh in the 
South as well as Darwin in the Northern Territory. There are eight clubs in the Brisbane, 
Logan, and Ipswich area and seven licensed leagues clubs. 

Over 90 conference delegates were brought up to date on a varied range of topics and 
will be well armed when they return to their clubs to implement a range of improvements 
and to share the knowledge gained at these conferences. 

The conference commenced Friday lunchtime with an opening address from John 
Bingham from Cairns Brothers who also welcomed delegates on behalf of Confraternity 
Chairman Mr Brian Roberts who joined the conference later that afternoon having been 
held up by airline delays.  

The Friday afternoon sessions focussed on issues mainly affecting the licensed clubs 
commencing with Clubs Queensland board Member Mark Hennelly who addressed the 
conference with an update on legislation by State and Federal Governments effecting 
clubs throughout the state. Mark also spoke on the Gillard/Willkie deal between the 
Government and the independent member of the Federal Parliament in regard to 
gambling reform. These include ATM operations and mandatory pre-commitment by 
members. Under this proposal a player pre registers their gaming limits such as 
maximum money to be gambled and the length of time they are allowed to play.  

This was followed by Mr Tony Chamberlain from BANKTECH who spoke about his 
companies ATM. installations and what they offer clubs who install their ATMs.  

Mr John McCallum ( B.D.O. Kendall Cairns) Clubs Queensland Vice President Address 
and update to the Conference in regard to Australian Taxation Officeôs proposed audits 
of Leagues Club throughout Queensland. John emphasised the need to ensure that 
sporting clubs such as Brothers with strategic objectives to promote sport clearly 
articulate these objectives in minutes, planning documents, annual reports, newsletters 
etc. so as to demonstrate their primary purpose to the Tax Office. 



 
 

 

 

This was followed by Mr Brendan Power CEO of ñClub Partnersò a buying group for 
clubs around Australia. Brendan outlined the services his company could provide 
Brothers Clubs.  

Rose Longley Environmental Health Officer from the Cairns Regional Council Public 
Health Unit Health delivered a very informative insight into food safety requirements in 
canteen operations. Operators are required to comply with food safety standards. Items 
to be aware of include food storage methods, cross contamination, workersô knowledge 
of cleaning and sanitisation temperature control, safe food handling practices, hand 
cleaning, utensil cleaning and pest control. Cold food should be kept at below 5 degrees 
and hot food above 60 degrees and always cook to core temperature of at least 75 
degrees. All canteens should have a probe thermometer available.  

   
Cate, Karen & Nugget - Friday Raffles Rockhampton Contingent Neil Watson, Stan Williams, Noel Cavanagh 

ñLeagues Clubs Australiaò was well represented with President Peter Hargreave and 
Vice President Mark Dow attending in support of Peter Turnbill who addressed the 
conference on this representative association who have 70 member clubs in NSW and 
15 in Queensland.  Peter explained the support and advocacy they can provide clubs.  

Brad Arthur, NRL Assistant Coach at Melbourne Storm 2008 to 2011 addressed the 
Conference on his experiences as a Toyota Cup winning coach (2009 Melbourne 
Storm) and coaching in the NRL competition. Brad outlined the training regime at 
Melbourne Storm. During his talk Brad emphasised the importance of preparation.  

Saturday commenced with the Official Opening by Cairns Regional Council Mayor, Ms 
Val Scheir who welcome delegates to Cairns and the conference.  

Chris Sheppard from Northern Pride Rugby League then spoke on the very successful 
ñTake Pride Programò run by the Club in schools throughout Far North Queensland. This 
program was nominated for an Award under ARL ñOne Communities Awardsò.  

 

North Queensland Toyota Cowboys Adrian Thompson and 
Dean Payne N.Q. Cowboys Development Manager briefed the 
conference on the Cowboys recruitment and development 
opportunities for Brothers players. Adrian commented on the 
good behaviour, conduct and dedication of the Brothers 
players at the recent Confraternity Development Carnival at 
Rockhampton. 

Following on from this Bob Mulley, Confraternity Vice President provided a report on the 
Confraternity Development Carnival at Rockhampton in September 2010 and selection 
of the Confraternity side to play the North Queensland Toyota Cowboys Development 
Squad. Conference delegates raised over one thousand dollars for the squad



   

 

 

through a raffle on Friday night and in addition proceeds from the Saturday games were 
also donated to the development squad. 

Australian Rugby League Community Football Manager Mr Graham McNaney updated 
delegates on a range of topics including participation pathways, a research update and 
registration summary. Graham provided player registration statistics that showed that 
Queensland had 59,068 players with 13,523 new players up .5% while the Northern 
Territory had 2521 up 1% with 877 new players. The lack of real growth indicates that 
player retention continues to be a real issue for clubs particularly the international ages. 
Graham also advised delegates of the state of the game in the Northern Territory and 
the new administrative structure of the NT rugby League. 

 

Mr Ross Livermore Queensland Rugby League Managing Director 
provided an update on progress Australian Rugby League 
Commission which is still being finalised, the Q.R.L. Intrust State 
League Competition and general Rugby League matters for 
Queensland. 

David Perry from ñPremier Conceptsò demonstrated computer programs for analysis of 
game DVDs. These look like very useful programs to assist coaches track game events 
for review and analysis. 

Mr. Lionel Williamson from St. Augustineôs College in Cairns reported on the 
Q.I.S.S.R.L. Confraternity Shield Carnival hosted by Clairvaux MacKillop College 
Brisbane in June/July and played at St. Laurenceôs playing Fields Runcorn Brisbane. 
Lionel also provided an update on proposed changes to future carnival participation.  

A number of our sponsors took the opportunity to appraise delegates of their products 
and services including new sponsors ñFive Star Sportò (Chris Strudwick) who are a 
preferred supplier of hardware for Brothers Clubs. This was followed by Julie-ann from 
Schweppes and Peter Dwyer from Smiths Snackfood. 

Confraternity Patron Brother Ted Magee addressed the conference and announced   
Logan Brothers as the winner of the Brother Schofield Award for the junior clubs for the 
2009 Season. Later that afternnon afternoon delegates were treated to a number of 
junior games between Cairns Brothers Juniors and Cooktown. This was followed by a 
masters game as a lead up to the Queensland Confraternity Under 18 Team playing the 
N.Q. Toyota Cowboys Development Squad.  

  

Although the Brothers boys went down 50 to 18 they acquitted themselves very well and 
displayed some good talent across the field. Unfortunately due to airline delays our boys 
took the field without having had a training run together. So well done to the players.



Thanks to our sponsors 

Lion Nathan (XXXX), Cadbury Schweppes, Kombat, Triple Play, Smiths Snackfood 

Company, Aristocrat, Australian Liquor Marketers , Alpha Sport, 5 Star Sports 

 

 

 

 

Sunday commenced with updates from some of our 
sponsors. Steven Day the Queensland Manager 
Kombat Sportsware advised on their provision of 
product and what they could do for member clubs 
including a 10% discount if ordered during October. 

This was followed by our on field 
sponsor Triple Play who outlined 
their easy to use website for 
getting the sizes correct. 

 

Delegates discussed action to protect the ñLeprechaunò and the need to commit to our 
sponsors. Clubs should always ensure that the TM Trade Mark be included with the 
Leprechaun. All clubs undertook to negotiate with the Confraternities preferred suppliers 
when their current agreements expire.  Clubs must advise the Executive of their 
intention and reasons if they intend to use suppliers other than our sponsors. 'Should 
the Clubs choose to negotiate with another Supplier then that Supplier will need to 
provide written permission to the Executive for consideration to use the Logo for that 
Club only and if successful meet the cost involved.  

All clubs reported on their football season with pleasing results across the clubs with the 
majority reporting an increase in player registrations and a fair number of club 
championships and premiership flags were won. Details later in this Communiqué. A 
change of pace saw Queensland Health presenting an interesting and informative 
session on bowel cancer, clarifying some of the myths around this disease and how to 
minimise the risk of contracting cancer.  

Peter Narducci the local Q.R.L. Development Officer gave an informative presentation 
on Rugby League education programs such as LeagueSafe, first aid level 1 and level 2, 
and the various coaching qualifications. Peter also spoke on the development camps for 
under 11s and 12s held throughout North Queensland. Peter also spoke on the Masters 
competition. Following this, the local ARL. Development Officer Tony Quinn, addressed 
the conference on ARL development in Far North Queensland and a new program 
called ñBackyard Leagueò which has already been introduced to 62 schools in FNQ. 

On behalf of the Member Clubs may I thank Cairns Brothers for hosting this Conference 
and for the manner in which the visiting Delegates were looked after both during the 
Conference and during our networking sessions.  

 

The next Conference will be held in 
Ipswich over the weekend of 4th 5th 6th 
March 2011. 

For more Information about the 
Brothers Confraternity, please contact 
the Chairman Brian Roberts on (07 
3208 1168 / mob 0418 380 059)  

 

Brian Roberts 

Chairman 



Thanks to our sponsors 

Lion Nathan (XXXX), Cadbury Schweppes, Kombat, Triple Play, Smiths Snackfood 

Company, Aristocrat, Australian Liquor Marketers , Alpha Sport, 5 Star Sports 
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