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Brothers Clubs met in Ipswich for their twice-yearly conference hosted this time by 
Ipswich Brothers. The Confraternity of Brothers Clubs has a membership of forty seven 
Junior and Senior Rugby League Football Clubs located in all of Queenslandôs major 
cities and towns from Cairns in the North to Beenleigh in the South as well as Darwin in 
the Northern Territory. There are eight clubs in the Brisbane, Logan, and Ipswich area 
and seven licensed leagues clubs. 

Over 90 conference delegates discussed topical issues revolving around Rugby League 
and the operation of their clubs. An interesting agenda saw delegates addressed by a 
wide range of presenters who imparted a wealth of knowledge that clubs can use to 
improve their performance. 

The conference commenced Friday lunchtime with an opening address from Chairman 
Mr Brian Roberts who also welcomed delegates in particular new attendees. 

The General Manager of the host club, Brothers Leagues Club-Ipswich Inc. Also 
welcomed the delegates and advised on the weekend activities. In his capacity as 
Chairman of the Licensed Clubs Sub Committee Mark also facilitated the afternoon 
sessions which started with Doug Flockhart, CEO of Clubs Queensland updating 
delegates on what is happening in the club industry. Doug explained the push by some 
politicians for legislation requiring mandatory pre-commitment agreements by those who 
wish to play gaming machines and outlined how clubs Queensland were going to 
campaign against this. 

 

Long time supporter of the confraternity Castlemaine 
Perkins (XXXX) provided an insight into current trends 
in the liquor market. While beer sales have reduced 
some in recent times it appears confidence in the 
market is returning and sales are rising again. 

Troy Postle from ñEnergy Savings for your Clubò then addressed delegates on how 
clubs can reduce their electricity costs through the contract market. Thi was followed by 
a Club Partners presentation by Brendan Power, CEO of Club Partners which is now 
part of ALM. Brendan outlined various benefits for member clubs and also discounts that 
could apply to our members. 

 



                        
 

Brendan Rose, the Operations Manager, Ipswich Rugby League, addressed the 
delegates and provided an insight into the workings, trials and tribulations of officials in 
local leagues. Brendan stressed the need for local leagues to consult with clubs prior to 
making decisions or changing rules etc.  

The next item on the agenda was Peter Asimus, General Manager, ATMAAC 
International advising on money security in our clubs, including internal security and how 
to develop a fraud plan at your Club. Peter also provided advice on conducting a risk 
assessment covering such things as  lighting, clear line of sight, cash management and 
access controls, use of counters, staff working alone and CCTV. Peter also outlined the 
need for training of staff in robbery response, cash conveyance. Clubs should be aware 
that fraud is a criminal offence and if suspected clubs should act immediately. Peter also 
stressed the importance of having an investigation plan and the need to preserve 
evidence. 

The managing Director of Aristocrat 
Technologies Australia Pty. Ltd, Trevor Croker, 
spoke on the political moves against gaming and 
the possible effects on clubs and the industry. He 
explained the implications of introducing a 
mandatory pre commitment regime. Aristocrat 
proposes an alternate system where players may   

voluntarily opt in to controls where they can choose to have a time or money limit placed 
on them when playing machines.  

A discussion was then held on how member clubs can help those clubs that have been 
affected by the recent floods and cyclones, in particular St Brendanôs whose club was 
inundated.  

 

The good news was that they are back up 
and running football wise however the club 
needs major repair. Cairns Brothers made 
a donation of $2000 from the combined 
seniors, juniors and Leagues club.  Other 
clubs donating money included 
Rockhampton Brothers $500, Brisbane 
Juniors $500, Ipswich $2000 and Innisfail 
$1000. Other clubs indicated they would 
also be providing assistance in various 
forms. One of our sponsors Aristocrat 
donated a guitar for auction. 

Brothers St Brendonôs under flood  

Day one ended with a social gathering with the sponsors providing the refreshments. 
The confraternity raffle that night raised $840 for our development fund. Following this 
function the delegates enjoyed the fantastic facilities of Brothers Ipswich Leagues Club. 

On Saturday it was back to business with the Mayor of Ipswich Paul Pisasale officially 
Opening the conference. Mark Hennelly took the opportunity to present the Mayor with



 

 

a cheque for $16000 to the flood appeal, made up of $10000 from the Brothers Leagues 
Club, $1000 donated by the staff and over $5000 donated by members via donation tins 
placed throughout the club. 

Bob Mulley and Cate Dunbar presented a report on the Brothers Development Carnival 
and the Confraternity Rugby League Development program. The Confraternity trials will 
be held in Yeppoon this year in the 2nd week September. Currently the cost of the 
development program is approximately $25 000. Cairns Brothers donated $1 868 they 
raised at last yearôs carnival to the development program. Matthew Fitzpatrick, 
Managing Director, Momentum-Sport Recreation and Health Consultants provided 
information on grants that are available to our clubs. Grant opportunities include the 
Department of Community Sport and Recreation grants such as the Infrastructure 
programs, active inclusion and the Local Sports and Recreation Job plans. 

Once again Ross Livermore the 
Managing Director, Queensland Rugby 
League brought delegates up to date with 
happenings at the top level of rugby 
league. Ross is retiring after 30 years in 
the position and his work is greatly 
appreciated especially as he has always 
taken time to attend the Conferences to 
answer questions and at times cop the 
flack. Ross advised delegates on the 
progress towards the establishment of the 
Independent Commission and the state of 
the senior competition in Queensland.  

On completion of his presentation the Chairman thanked Ross for his work for Rugby 
League over many years and for the assistance he has provided Brothers through his 
support of our conferences. 

Following Ross was Dennis Rebbeck, Senior Account Manager, OMPAS Insurance 
Brokers Ltd who spoke on the QRL Insurance Program. There has been concern that 
the underwriters donôt cover end of season trips. This was clarified that between 16th 
October and 16th January the QRL will not sanction games away and hence no 
insurance coverage. From 16th January each year if clubs complete the ñTour and Hostò 
form and the QRL sanctions the games then insurance will cover. 

Les Miles from the Cancer Council alerted delegates to the dangers of skin cancer and 
ways to reduce the risk of Skin Cancer. Les highlighted the effects of location, climate 
and lifestyle on our bodies which exposes us to skin cancer. 

Once again we were fortunate to have an Australian Rugby League presentation by 
Graham McNaney the ARL Community Football. Graham spoke on the Masters 
Competitions and the planned expansion into such things as the masters Games in 
Adelaide this year. Delegates were also provided an overview of the work being done by 
ARL development. Graham also outlined the ARL Social responsibility and player 
welfare program for junior representative sides. This includes education sessions on 
drugs, alcohol violence, code of conduct and a healthy lifestyle. 1750 players have been 
involved so far with hopefully 4000 players by next year.  

   



 

 

Graham also explained the progress on the pathways review and trials to improve the 
game in mini mods. Graham also donated an autographed Australian Jersey which was 
raffled to raise $540 which will go to our junior development program. 

Delegates then discussed the ñEffects of climatic conditions on our Clubsò in an open 
forum on what we can we do as a Confraternity. Clubs were asked to further consider 
this matter and come back to the Confraternity with suggestions. 

Steve Calder from the Men of League Foundation explained the formation of Men of 
League and the role it is playing helping former players who are having difficulties and 
have fallen on hard times. 

Confraternity Auditor Barry Dinneen provided an update on taxation matters. Barry 
advised of the increased focus by the tax office on sports clubs.  

  

Steve Day General Manager of Kombat Clothing spoke to the clubs about their range of 
products one of our major sponsors 

Delegates spent Saturday afternoon enjoying the hospitality of the Ipswich Brothers 
Leagues Club and later in the evening watched some exciting games of rugby league 
between Ipswich Brothers and Brisbane Brothers. 

Sunday morning commenced with the licensed clubs providing an update on how they 
are going, new initiates and improvements to their facilities. All clubs advised that they 
are trading well with a number undertaking capital works.  

The football clubs then reported on their prospects for the coming season with most 
clubs having an increase in player numbers. 

 

The Queensland Minister for Sport, The Hon. Phil 
Reeves MP addressed the conference and spoke 
of the governmentôs goals of increasing 
volunteers in sport and recreation and trying to 
make sport accessible to as many people as 
possible. The Minister also spoke about the 
governmentôs infrastructure grants. Flood fight 
back program has already contributed $3 000 000 
so far with some of this going to help Brothers St 
Brendanôs re-establish themselves and get their 
fields up and running. 

Sergeant at Arms Bob Mulley made sure delegates paid for any indiscretions or 
misdemeanours over the weekend and raised $334 which was donated to our junior 
development program.  

Also on Sunday the Confraternity of Brothers Clubs Inc Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
was held with Brian Roberts being returned as Chairman (his sixteenth year). 



 

 

Bob Mulley, Geoff Rackemann and Michael Wilson 
were elected as Vice Presidents. Arthur Burkitt was 
returned as Treasurer and John Bingham as Secretary. 
Brother Ted Magee was re-elected as Patron as was 
Barry Dinneen as Confraternity Auditor.  

Members conferred life membership on Ipswich 
member Michael Wilson who has not only served his 
club well for a long time but also strongly supported the 
Confraternity for many many years.  

           Michael Wilson 

Various Confraternity Sponsors then took the opportunity to present their wares. 

First up Ian Cook from Triple play addressed the 
conference and advised that the take up from the 
clubs has grown considerably from last year. All clubs 
were happy with the service and quality of the gear. 
Triple play donated the playing strip for our 
development Squad. This is over and above their 
already generous sponsorship.                                 

 

Matt Matheson from Smiths Snackfoods introduced the range of products that clubs can 
sell through their clubs and canteens as well as ways in which they can assist clubs with 
vending machines, racks etc. 

 

Five Star Sports ï Chris Strudwick and Allan 
Brown advised delegates on the sporting 
equipment they can supply to our clubs. They 
operate stores in Ipswich and Browns Plains 
but supply gear through their website 
www.5starsports.com.au 

Another sponsor Alpha Sport advised 
on their range of sports medicine 
products and how they can help clubs 
with their medical supplies including 
Sideline, Elastoplast and Leuko.  

Delegates determined that the next conference be held in Townville in October 2011, 
followed by St Brendanôs in March 2012 and Darwin in October 2012. Confraternity 
Patron Brother Ted Magee closed the conference and spoke on his recent experiences 
in India. He also spoke on the Brothers community and how the clubs work together to 
help others and to support our own. 
        
On behalf of the Member Clubs may I thank Ipswich Brothers for hosting this 
Conference and for the manner in which the visiting Delegates were looked after both 
during the Conference and during our networking sessions. The next Conference will be 
held in Townsville over the weekend of 7th, 8th and 9th October 2011. For more 
Information about the Brothers Confraternity, please contact the Chairman Brian 
Roberts on (07 3208 1168 / mob 0418 380 059)  

Brian Roberts Chairman  

 

 
  

 
 



 

Conference Snapshots 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

  

 

 

 


