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Brothers Clubs met in Darwin for their twice-yearly Conference hosted, this time, by 
Darwin Brothers. The Confraternity of Brothers Clubs has a membership of forty seven  
Clubs, made up by Junior and Senior Rugby League Football Clubs located in all of 
Queenslandôs major cities and towns from Cairns in the North to Beenleigh in the South 
as well as Darwin in the Northern Territory. There are eight clubs in the Brisbane, 
Logan, and Ipswich area alone and seven Licensed Leagues clubs across the State 
There are also four Old Boys Associations involved. 

Over 84 conference delegates discussed topical issues revolving around rugby league 
and the operation of their clubs. An interesting agenda saw delegates addressed by a 
wide range of presenters who imparted a wealth of knowledge that clubs can use to 
improve their performance. 

The conference commenced Friday lunchtime with an opening address from Chairman 
Mr Brian Roberts who also welcomed delegates and in particular new attendees. Neil 
Watson, Secretary/Treasurer of Darwin Brothers, also welcomed delegates and outlined 
what turned out to be a varied and interesting program over the ensuing days. 

Mark Hennelly, the Chairman of our Licensed 
Clubs Sub Committee then facilitated the 
afternoon sessions focusing on the licensed clubs 
commencing with Brian Canavan.  

Brian provided a very interesting presentation on 
the Western Corridor NRL Bid. The western 
corridor is that area from Logan through Ipswich, 
the Lockyer Valley to Toowoomba and the Darling 
Downs. 

Following this Anna McGill, Director Regulatory 
Reform from NT WorkSafe appraised delegates 
on the new Nationally Harmonised safety laws set 

to commence in 2012. In particular Anna explained the responsibilities of officers of 
companies as well as the new definition of a worker which could affect some clubs 
employing workers with some volunteers being considered workers. 

 

 

 



 

Micropower Integrated Business solutions representatives Colin Frew National Manager 
Hospitality & Gaming and Chris Gorry BDM ï Northern Region demonstrated their 
business systems program. 

Ryan Doherty from TrackerSports outlined his injury experience and recovery, which led 
to his Sports Tracker fitness program.  

Mark Hennelly, Zone President, Brisbane West. Clubs QLD then presented the clubs 
Queensland report. In his presentation, Mark updated members on their work on behalf 
of licensed clubs. This included such things as a submission to the (federal) Joint 
Parliamentary Select Committee on the unworkable nature of the mandatory pre-
commitment scheme and risks to the strategic long-term financial viability of clubs. 

They also prepared a comprehensive proposal highlighting the barriers to establishing 
new clubs in Greenfield sites and urged the Government to ensure community club 
infrastructure is incorporated in the development plans of Greenfield sites through 
various concessions (land, liquor, gaming machines, tax) 

Long time supporter of the confraternity Lion Nathan (XXXX) 
provided an insight into beer category drivers and the changing 
market as well as some new products such as Cloudy Apple 
flavour and One Fifty Lashes. Being an easier-drinking beer 

than others in the James Squire range, they believe will encourage trial and further drive 
high margin craft growth 

Day one ended with a social bar b cue with the 
sponsors providing the refreshments and the 
attendees enjoying the fantastic facilities of the 
Airport Hotel. 

On Saturday it was back to business with former 
Chairman of the Northern Territory Rugby League 
and Darwin Brothers Life Member Mick Palmer 
officially opened the conference and welcoming the 
delegates. In his address Mick urged the hierarchy 
of game to listen to the grass roots and when 
distributing money to increase funding to junior districts. As these are the ones who 
educate people to the game. Also to ensure the structure is such that clubs and 
organisations such as the Confraternity get a proper hearing and are  acknowledged 
and funded.  

Mathew Fitzpatrick, Managing Director, Momentum Sport Recreation and Health 
Consultants outlined the various grant opportunities available to clubs in Queensland as 
well as federal grants. Mathew advised that: 

Å Grants manual is available by request ï by email (previously provided at Ipswich 
conference). Includes summary of available grants and a grants checklist. 

Å Reduced cost sports field lighting audits to be offered in November (Brothers clubs to 
receive priority). 

Å Discussions underway regarding package deals for equipment - whitegoods, laptops, 
PCs, TV and sound equipment, photocopiers, LED announcement boards, PA 
systems, board room gear etcé (Brothers clubs to receive priority). 

 

 

               



 

 
Å Available to discuss your clubs projects/ priorities. 

ï By phone consultation and/or attendance at committee meeting. 
ï Summary of discussions/ opportunities provided. 

An Australian Rugby League presentation was then delivered by 
Graham McNaney the ARL Community Football Development 
Manager. Graham spoke on the ARL commission and outlined the 
composition of the new board. Graham also provided a player 
registration summary which whilst it showed a slight downturn in 
some numbers, there was an increase in new registrations and 
participation by females. The ARL also donated an autographed 
Australian Jersey which was raffled to raise money which will go to 
our junior development program.   

This was followed by an overview of the State of the Game in the Northern Territory by 
John Mitchell, General Manager, N.T Rugby League. John explained that while there 
are still difficulties it is on its way back with a new structure and strategic plan. 

Delegates were then given an interesting presentation on Rugby League from an 
Indigenous perspective by Kevin Costell, Chief Executive Officer, Darwin Regional 
Indigenous Advancement & CDEP Inc. This presentation was very well received by the 
Delegates 

Terry Annersly from the Men of League Foundation gave a lively and entertaining 
address on the goals of Men of League and the role it is playing helping former players 
who are having difficulties and have fallen on hard times as well as raising funds for 
various medical facilities.. 

Damien Hale former Federal Member for Solomon also gave an interesting insight into 
how rugby league can help players develop the ability to confront adversity and learn 
not to quit. Damian again proved to be a very popular Presenter with his mix of humour 
and knowledge. 

The new Chief Executive Officer of the Queensland Rugby 
Football League Limited Rob Moore brought delegates up 
to date with happenings at the top level of rugby league. It 
is great that the hierarchy supports the confraternity and 
that Rob is taking up from Ross Livermore and attending 
these conferences. Rob informed the delegates that the 
Trade Marked Leprechaun Logo would be respected by the 
six QRL Licensed Suppliers. 

Russell Jeffery senior coach Palmerston Magpies spoke on 
the unique challenges for indigenous players in Darwin 

Two entities and youôre out!, according to the ATOò was the 
subject of John McCullumôs address which appraised delegates of the issues around 
taxation for clubs. John is Vice President, Clubs QLD and Chairman, Brothers Leagues 
Club, Cairns. 

This year the winner of the Brother Schofield award was Bundaberg Juniors. This award 
goes to the club demonstrating strong financial, administrative and player development 
prowess during the year. Congratulations to Bundaberg Juniors. 

 

                



 

Sunday commenced with the Football club round up where each club advised on their 
fortunes for the past season. It was pleasing to see strong numbers have been 
maintained across the board with only a slight decrease in numbers in two clubs. Many 
clubs enjoyed success on the field and again confirmed the strength of Brothers Clubs 
no matter where they are located. 

Sergeant at Arms Bob Mulley then made sure delegates paid for any indiscretions or 
misdemeanours over the weekend.  

Jamie Kennedy from one of our 
valued sponsors Schweppes then 
demonstrated their new range of 
products including Kokomo 
Coconut Water.  

Confraternity Auditor Barry 
Dinneen provided an update on 
taxation matters. Barry advised of 
the increased focus by the tax 
office on sports clubs.   

Bob Mulley and Cate Dunbar presented a report on the Brothers Development Carnival 
and the Confraternity Rugby League Development program. Currently the cost of the 
development program is approximately $26 500.  The Confraternity State side was 
announced following the successful trials at Yeppoon earlier this year.                                   

Delegates determined that the next conference be hosted by ST Brendanôs (Brisbane) 
on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th March 2012 and Townsville on the 12th, 13th and 14th October 
2012. The conference in March 2013 is pencilled in for Toowoomba. 

It was with sadness that we also remembered four Brothers Stalwarts who have passed 
away since our last Conference, Pat (Rowdy) Lawton from Rockhampton Brothers 
Seniors, Carmel Brown, Maryborough Brothers, Don (Doc) Alore, Brisbane Brothers 
Seniors, and John Byrne, OAM, Bundaberg Brothers & Brothers Sports Club 
Bundaberg. They will be missed, but not forgotten. 

Confraternity Patron Brother Ted Magee spoke on leadership and wisdom and how 
people need HOSTS NOT HEROES. Brother Ted then closed the 67th Conference of 
the Confraternity of Brothers Clubs Inc. 

On behalf of the Member Clubs may I thank Darwin Brothers for hosting this Conference 
and for the manner in which the visiting Delegates were looked after both during the 
Conference and during our networking sessions. For more Information about the 
Brothers Confraternity, please contact the Chairman Brian Roberts on (07 3208 1168 / 
mob 0418 380 059)  

 

Brian Roberts  

Chairman                                                                                                                             
Confraternity of Brothers Clubs Inc. 

 
 

 

 

Thanks to our sponsors 

 

Lion Nathan (XXXX), Cadbury Schweppes, Kombat, Triple Play, Smiths Snackfood 

Company, Aristocrat, Australian Liquor Marketers , Alpha Sport, 5 Star Sports 
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